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was lost before. He fetches things out of dust and ruins, 
like the fable of the chymical plant raised out of its own 
ashes. He values one old invention that is lost and never 
to be recovered, before all the new ones in the world, 
thougJi ever so useful. As every man has but one father, 
but two grandfathers, and a world of ancestors, so he has 
a proportional value for things that are ancient, and the 
further off the greater. 

He is a great time-saver but it is out of time out of 
mind, to which he conforms exactly, I ut is wholly retired 
from the present. His days were spent and gone long 
before he came into the world, and since this his only bu- 
siness is to collect what he can out of the ruins of them. 
He has so strong a natural affection lo any thing that is 
old, that he may truly " say to dust and worms, you are 
my father, and to rottenness, thou art my mother." He 
has no providence nor foresight, for all his contempla- 



tions look backward on the days of old, and his brahis are 
turned with them, as if he walked backwards. He had la- 
ther interpret one obscure word, in any old senseless 
discourse, than be the author of the most iiiaenious new 
one. He devours an old manuscript with greater relish 
than worms and moths do ; and, thoiigli there lie nothing 
in it, values it above any thing printed, widch he accounts 
but a novelty. . When he happens to cure a small botch 
in an old author, he is as proud of it, as if he had i;ot the 
philosopher's stone, and could cure all the tli-.eases of 
mankind. He values things wrongfully upon their anti- 
quity, forgetting that the most modern are really the 
most ancient of all things in the world, like tliose that 
reckon their pounds before their shillings and pence, of 
which they are made up. He esteems no customs but 
such as have outlived themselves, and are long since out 
of use. 




KILKEA CASTLE. 



Kilkea Castle, situated in the southern part of the 
county of Kildare, about thirty- one miles from the me- 
tropolis, and one and a half from the town of Castleder- 
mot, is an extensive though irregular pile of castellated 
building. A castle on this site was first erected by Hugh 
de Lacy the younger. Earl of Ulster, who obtained the 
barony of Kilkea by a marriage with Eramelina, daughter 
of the Lord de Riddlesford. The property afterwards 
passed into the Kildare family, by whom the castle has 
been re-edified at different times. This fortified residence 
was a place of some distinction in the fourteenth century. 
Sir Thomas Rokeby, Lord Justice of Ireland, died here, 
in the year 1356. The buildings were much enlarged and 
improved by John, sixth Earl of Kildare, who died in 
1427. Considerable alterations and repairs have taken 
place at subsequent periods ; the most recent of which 
•were effected by the late Daniel Caulfield, of Levitstown, 
Esq., who obtained a lease of these premises from the 
DuKe of Leinster. 

The interior presents, in many parts, curious examples 
of ancient arrangement : and from several of the win- 
dows are obtained fine views, embracing, among other ob- 
jects, the demesne of Lord Aldborough, the banks of the 
river Greece^ and the mountains of the Queen's County. ' 



The staircase is composed of massy oak. Connected v:ith 
the chimney-piece in the great drawing-room are some 
ancient basso-relievos, of much curiosity. On. the right 
side of the fire-place is represented an ape, the crest of 
the Fitzgeralds, beneath which is the following inscrip- 
tion: 

Si Dieu plet. 

Crorn — abno. 

MDLXXIH. 
On the left side is an eagle with expanded wings, resting 
on a perch. This, as we are informed by the MSS. of 
the Chev. de Montmorency, is the crest of Mabel, second 
daughter of Sir Anthony Brown, master of the horse to 
King Edward VL sister to Anthony Viscount Montacute, 
and wife of Gerald, eleventh Earl of Kildare. 

Inserted in the gate-house of this castle is a stone, 
sculptured in a singular and grotesque manner. The 
sculpture represents a monster, having the head of a fox, 
the claws of a dragon, and the legs of a man. The mon- 
ster is prostrate, and over it is a female figure, nurturing 
at the breast an eagle. The monster presses her to him 
with his claws, and a dog behind appears to hold, or to 
bite her. — Near the castle is a large conical mount, in re- 
cent years covei'ed with trees. 



